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John “Duck” Mosbey  
 
Duck Mosbey is the Chief Operations Officer for the Center for Homeland Defense and 
Security at the Naval Postgraduate School. Prior to his retiring and accepting this position 
he was a colonel on active duty assigned to Washington, DC as the Deputy Director of 
the National Guard Bureau Joint Staff and Special Assistant the Chief of the Bureau on 
Counterdrug and other matters.  He has worked in the Counterdrug and Support to Civil 
Authorities field since 1990, serving as Chief of the National Guard Bureau’s 
Counterdrug Office from 1997-2001.   During that time, he coordinated all National 
Guard support to both CONUS and OCONUS drug control operations and was 
responsible for the execution of a budget in excess of $250M.  In addition, Colonel 
Mosbey had oversight for several projects involving the transfer of emerging 
technologies to law enforcement and other civil authorities and Chaired a Counterdrug 
Technology Consortium with members that included the Georgia Tech Research 
Institute, West Virginia University, the University of Southern Mississippi, the Center for 
Higher Learning at the Stennis Space Center, and other prominent technology transfer 
institutions and organizations.  He also held membership on the Boards of the Regional 
Counterdrug Training Academy in Meridian, MS and the Northeast Counterdrug 
Training Center at Fort Indiantown Gap, PA.  Prior to these duties Colonel Mosbey  was 
Chief of Counterdrug Air Operations for the Air National Guard from 1996-1997 directly 
responsible for a large portion of  U.S. and overseas air and radar drug trafficking 
detection and monitoring oversight. He was National Guard Liaison to the Department of 
Justice (1994-1995) where he helped focus efforts to support Puerto Rico and the U.S. 
Virgin Islands anti-smuggling efforts.  From 1991 to 1992 he was stationed at U.S. 
Forces Command, Fort McPherson, GA and worked various operational issues including 
Counterdrug discussions with Mexico regarding anti-air smuggling measures.  Colonel 
Mosbey was a member of the JOINT STAFF (JCS J-3) Counternarcotics Operations 
Division (Detection and Monitoring) (1990-1991) and specialized in radar deployment 
and Aerostat issues.  He was also the Co-Chairman of the U.S./Canada Military 
Committee Sub-Committee on Counternarcotics.  He served as a member of THE JOINT 
STAFF Crisis Action Team (CAT) in the National Military Command Center during 
OPERATION DESERT SHIELD and was the National Guard Liaison to the Joint 
Taskforce at the Atlanta Olympic Games in 1996.  
Prior to his Counterdrug assignments he was an Instructor Weapons Systems 
Officer in the F-4 Phantom with over 2,000 hours of RF-4C, F-4D, and F4-E fighter time.  
Colonel Mosbey graduated from Western Carolina University (BS Ed) and the University 
of Alabama in Birmingham (BS in Criminal Justice).  Colonel Mosbey also holds a MS 
degree in Criminal Justice from the University of Alabama in Birmingham and a MA 
degree in National Security and Strategic Studies from the Naval War College.  He has 
worked as an Adjunct Faculty Member at Jefferson State Junior College in Birmingham, 
Alabama, the University of Alabama in Birmingham, and Virginia Commonwealth 
University in the field of Criminal Justice and Security. He and his wife Melinda have 
four adult children.   
 
 
